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In this book you'll learn how to prune selectively to admit more light and how to amend soil to

increase its moisture retention. You'll also learn about more than 130 plants that accept reduced

light and moisture levels-long-blooming woodland gems like epimediums and hellebores, and even

lush foliage plants like evergreen ferns and hardy gingers, shrubs, climbers, perennials, ground

covers, bulbs, annuals, and perennials- there is an entire palette to help you transform challenging

spaces into rich, rewarding gardens.
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Planting the Dry Shade Garden: The Best Plants for the Toughest Spot in Your GardenDry shade

can be a serious obstacle for gardeners attempting to design beautiful flowerbeds. Not only is it

difficult to establish flourishing plants under these conditions, but it is also a challenge to make such

a garden beautiful. Homeowners, who have attempted this project on their own, are often stymied

and frustrated. Finally, we have a useful gardening handbook that focuses solely and realistically on

this problem.In some gardens, barren dry shade may be the result of mature trees creating a natural

umbrella that blocks sun and rain. Tree roots that permeate growing beds, so that plants have



difficulty thriving, may further exacerbate this situation. Sometimes, walls that create shade for part

of the day, or a location with a northern exposure, also may be contributing factors. Whatever the

cause, and there are more, the author offers suggestions.Ostensibly, this publication lists the best

plants for the most inhospitable, toughest spots in the garden. It is also a work of encouragement; it

urges the reader not to give up, to rethink ones strategy, and to come to terms with nature.The

author has wisely framed the intent of the book. The reader must first understanding the problem

before adapting recommended techniques. Realistically, all that can be done with the guidance he

supplies, is to take the edge off drought and poor light.To achieve that goal, the reader must

understand the variability of shade and available moisture.
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